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The 25-year wait for a tunnel under Stonehenge could nearly 
be over. Tom Stone gets a project update, and reports on the 

latest from another UK tunnel porposed near London

Above & Inset: A tunnel under Stonehenge 
will not only improve traffic flow, it will 
return some level of peace and serenity to 
the ancient monumnent currently blighted 
by traffic noise
Right: An computer-generated 
representation of how the north entrance to 
the Lower Thames Crossing might look

£1.7bn
The estimated 
cost of the new 

Stonehenge tunnel 
and A3030 upgrade

We want to 
ensure that 

archaeological 
remains are 
preserved and 
recorded, in  
advance of scheme 
construction
Derek Parody, project director 
Highways England

“Throughout this project we have been 
working closely with the country’s heritage 
bodies and a scientific committee of eminent 
archaeological experts to ensure the scheme will 
conserve and enhance the World Heritage Site, 
and this will continue throughout the 
archaeological investigations and the 
construction process.

“The procurement process in no way pre-
empts the granting of the DCO and while we 
await the Secretary of State’s decision, we need 
to progress the procurement to ensure the 
project is in the best position it can be in to 
proceed at pace thereafter.”

The centerpiece of Highways England’s 
proposed £1.7 billion (US$2.15bn) upgrade of the 
A303 between Amesbury and Berwick Down is 
a twin-bore two-mile long tunnel underneath 
the World Heritage Site, closely following the 
existing A303 route, avoiding important 
archaeological sites, and avoiding intrusion on 
the view of the setting sun from the stones 
during the winter solstice

The A303 route past the stones is currently  
a single-lane bottleneck, where delays are 
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Reliable signs

Whether deployed before  
a tunnel or on an open 
highway Triplesign’s  

prismatic VMS offers a reliable, 
low-investment technology that 

improves safety with low 
maintenance and power 

requirements 
Average power 

consumption for 
a Triplesign VMS 
is 1.5W including 
communication. The 
sign can therefore 
be operated with 

with a battery of 20-
70Ah and a solar panel 

of 20-60W. As no external 
power supply is needed the 

carbon footprint is minimized.
The time, cost and the carbon 

footprint of the actual installation 
are also significantly reduced as 
no heavy machinery is needed 
for running cables to the power 
grid. This also reduces the time of 
installation to a matter of hours 
instead of days, which can cause 
traffic jams and even require 
expensive traffic diversions.

Compared to a LED VMS the 
installation cost saving can be over 
90%, and when up and running LED 
VMS can consume 1000 times more 
power than a Triplesign 
VMS of the same size.

Triplesign prismatic 
VMS provides relevant 
traffic information 
for safety and 
efficiency in a 
cost-effective and 
environmentally 
friendly way, 
making Triplesign 
a part of the 
development of the 
sustainable cities.

To make it 
easy to benefit from the 
technology Triplesign has 
developed an stand-alone 
product, which includes a 
VMS, stand-alone pole, ground 
fixation screw, integrated 
battery in beam and solar 
panel. The total cost is in the 
range of €3000 from Triplesign 
distributor. Find out more at 
www.triplesign.com
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A final decision on the go-ahead for 
the UK’s long-awaited Stonehenge 
tunnel is expected on 17 July 2020, 
the deadline having been pushed 
back from 2 April 2020, amid the 

coronavirus crisis. The delay has caused some 
frustration, although in context it is only small – 
a tunnel was first proposed at the site in 1995.

Highways England seemed cautiously 
optimistic at the prospects of Transport Secrtary 
Grant Schapps approving the Development 
Consent Order (DCO), as it announced in June 
that it is starting the four-month process of 
selecting archaeological experts to undertake  
a £35m contract to carry out excavations ahead of 
tunnelling. Nevertheless, it was carefuly pointed 
out that this “in no way pre-empts” the go-ahead 
for the project. 

“The World Heritage Site around Stonehenge  
is a heritage site of national and international 
importance,” says Highways England project 
director Derek Parody “We want to ensure 
archaeological remains are preserved and recorded, 
in advance of construction, by commissioning 
appropriate archaeological expertise.

exacerbated by the fact that drivers often find it 
irresistible to slow down to get a better look at 
the prehistoric architectural wonder. Apart  
from the tunnel near the stones the upgrade  
will also include a further eight miles of 
dual-carriageway, a bypass north of the village 
of Winterbourne Stoke, a viaduct over the River 
Till valley and two new junctions. 

Highways England is also progressing the 
procurement process for the main works 
contract and is participating in dialogue with 
three bidders over a six-month period before 
they submit their final tenders. The preferred 
bidder is expected to be announced in 2021.

Under the river 
But Stonehenge isn’t the only major tunnel 
project proposed in the UK. A new tunnel 
beneath the eastern most reaches of the  
River Thames, known as the Lower Thames 
Crossing, is in advanced planning stages.  
A supplementary consultation with the public 
was extended by a week due to the coronavirus 
pandemic, finally closing on 2 April 2020. The 
initial count showed that it received over 6,000 

responses, with 74,000 people visiting the 
consultation website and 4,000 visitors attending 
18 public events.

Now Highways England is anticipating  
a further round of consultation, with further 
refinements to the plan before the submission of 
the formal DCO. Nevertheless some practical 
work is already taking place with utility trial 
trenching starting in May and expected to 
continue through August. Through these surveys 
utility diversions can be planned for the Lower 
Thames Crossing and will help further improve 
the proposals and detail for the DCO. 
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